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Issue #9 

..and counting 

Education: what 

can you do to 

help our hobbies 

future? 



Many believe as I do that educating new people, 
young and old alike, is necessary to keep our hob-
by strong. It doesn’t matter the level of your ef-
fort, only that you make that effort count. When 
you do you will get another kind of joy from this 
hobby you may not have experienced, or ex-
pected before.   

That joy, and giving back to a hobby that has given 
so much to me is why I volunteer as much time 
and effort as I do. For those who have never 
worked with kids I thought I would show you what 
I and a few others recently did with some scouts. It is just a way, not, the way, so please read 
along and if you are interested, come up with a way that works for you. If its done for the 
right reasons and you put a little time and imagination into it, I guarantee everyone will come 
out a winner! 

Along with working with the scouts a few local volunteers and I have two major programs 
with 2 local area schools, starting the first part of May. When they begin I will report on them 
as well. These first encounters can make a lasting impression that can lead to anything from 
another modeler like you to  career in aviation. Either way the efforts are well worth it. 

Because of requests I am including an explanation of how I set this series of school education 
programs up. I hope it will help some of you that want to do this kind of thing but just aren’t 
sure how to go about it. 

All together this is a long winded newsletter on education and volunteering. I hope you like it 
and the many other event articles, announcements etc… 

I wanted to say Get Well to a good young man who has been ill for a 

long time, so……….. get Well CT. 

Hello New Zealand modelers! 

 The newsletter has been forwarded out of the USA, to other modelers, in other parts 

of the world. I would like to thank Grant for starting this with New Zealand (at least it’s 

the first I know of). I know I asked for you all to forward our publication to others but I 

never thought of this. Its an honor and a pleasure. I am sure all our readers would like 

to read an article about what our fellow New Zealand modelers fly so I have asked. We 

will wait and see if we get one. I have been given a preliminary yes from my request 

for one. 



AMA will host its first Camp AMA All-Stars June 6-9, for AMA Youth Members ages 13 to 18. Regis-
tration will be open to the first 20 qualified participants. This is an advanced program - we're looking 
for the 10 best helicopter and 10 best airplane pilots who want to learn from top-flight instructors.  

There is a nonrefundable application fee of $25 that must be included and will be applied to your to-
tal camp fee of $795. 

In talking with Bill Pritchett the director of education he said the funds charged will go for everything, 
including meals, housing, ground transportation, etc.. after they arrive on Sunday. Our emphasis 
with both groups will be precision flying and 3D flying.  One issue they are wondering about is get-
ting the students planes to Muncie so if you have any ideas? 

 

The names of all of the official instructors isn’t ready for release just yet, but I can tell you only first 
class competition pilots have been asked. For youth that are serious, this is an opportunity of a life-
time. 

For more information look to the AMA web site or contact Bill @ 
Bill Pritchett 

Director of Eduation 

billp@modelaircraft.org 

765-287-1256 ext. 515 

Don’t forget….AMA now has a free youth membership  
 

mailto:billp@modelaircraft.org


The LX Models A-10 Warthog 
 

This is an LX Models A-10 Warthog I purchased from Banana Hobby.  It is all foam construc-
tion.  It has a 59 inch wingspan and is powered with two 70mm electric ducted fans (EDF) 
driven by 2100kv brushless motors and two 50amp electronic speed controls (ESC) with a sep-
arate battery eliminator circuit (BEC). It came with a 4000mah 6 cell li-poly battery.  This plane 
is packed from the factory with many features.  Some are cool and some are a little too much 
and I have chosen not to use all features at this point. This plane also comes as a ready to fly 
version which is what I chose and just the airframe version for those who wish to use their 
own choice of equipment. I'm not that electric or EDF savvy enough yet to build my own in 
that fashion. 
 

Other than normal controls with flaps the additional features include electronic screw-drive 
retractable landing gear, electronic screw-drive opening/closing canopy, canopy ejection sys-
tem with pilot and parachute. It even comes with a smoke system.  I am not using the ejection 
or smoke features.  
 

I did not intend to build it right away, but I followed a couple of build threads on RC Groups 
and it got me to thinking I should do it before I forget all the cool stuff these guys come up 
with for improvements. Some of the guys really kit bashed this and are spending a lot of time 
on it and imagine that on a foam plane. However, this plane is so detailed and well put to-
gether, you cannot help but do additional stuff with it. It is beautiful right out of the box and 
shall be a real head turner at any field. So here goes my experiences so far. 



First of all, the wing is three piece and you join the wing panels to the center section with the 
supplied glue.  I chose 30 minute epoxy for the major components and the supplied glue for 
other things like small parts and ordinance. Back to the wing joining...the center section has a 
carbon fiber tube that goes all the way through.  The wing panels have the same carbon fiber 
tubes about 3-4 inches in and join with 7mm tubes about 4 inches long.  I wanted a little more 
stiffness so I used a 1/4" long drill bit and continued the hole until the drill just peaked out of 
the bottom of the wing. It just happened to exit in one of the indents for an ordinance pylon 
so it is not seen. I then used a single 7mm tube that extends all the way through the center 
section an into the wing tips about 10 inches. The wing is then joined with epoxy. Another 
spot that seems a little weak is the wing saddle.  I used a Great Planes cordless hinge slotting 
tool to cut a slot into the wing saddle and inserted 1.5mm X 8mm carbon fiber flat stock in 
the slots with epoxy.  Between the wing saddle center, I used a balsa wood brace with epoxy 
and all this made the wing saddle very solid and sturdy without adding hardly any weight.  
 
Another modification was to the landing gear.  The gear is just glued in the plane with the 
same type of rubbery glued as supplied with the kit. I removed the landing gear, lubed the 
joints with plastic safe lubricant. Then to make it a safer and solid installation, I cut some 1/8" 
lite-ply mounts and epoxied them into the space for the landing gear.  I drilled the plastic 
frame rails and used servo screws to mount the gear.  This is a good feature for maintenance 
or, if I choose to replace the gear with another aftermarket gear set.  That is about it for the 
modifications.  Keep in mind these are not my revelations but tips I picked up from the build 
threads along with some of my own ideas. 



Now for the weathering and detail.  I used water based paints from Michaels.  The bottles I 
bought were on sale for about .49 each and I bought several colors so I could mix my own 
custom colors.  I then painted the ordinance to look a little more realistic and to give this all 
grey plane some contrast as it may be a little hard to see. I used a soft lead pencil with large 
lead to do the weathering.  I just rubbed the pencil on the area and used a rag or my finger to 
smudge it so you do not see the grain created by the pencil. Also, using a cheap bottle of dis-
tilled white vinegar from the grocery store, I painted some of the panel lines with a small 
brush. That will darken the paint and give it a bit of an oily appearance and add a little more 
contrast.  The vinegar procedure works much better on the darker flatter grey paint on this 
aircraft.  At the time I took these photos, I have not yet finished the weathering.  My final 
work will be with an airbrush to spray on effects from guns, firing of ordinance, tires retract-
ing and exhaust. 
 

As you see it sitting here, the LX A-10 Warthog is balanced and ready to fly and weighs in at 
5lbs. 12oz.   
Wish me good luck and nice weather.  I will be taking it out to the Kingdon Airfield in Lodi, CA 
for its maiden flight and post a video on Youtube. 
 
 

Jon Wilson 
Ryde, California    



A Ride in a U2 Spy Plane.  
I’m sure many of you have seen this but it is quite impressive and I thought it interesting the 
first….and second time I watched it. 
You can see why the U-2 is considered the most difficult plane in the world to fly. Each pilot as a co-
pilot, who chases the plane on the runway in a sports car. Most of the cars are either Pontiac GTO's 
or Chevrolet Camero's the Air Force buys American. The chase cars talk the pilot down as he lands 
on bicycle-style landing gear. In that spacesuit, the pilot in the plane simply cannot get a good view 
of the runway. Upon takeoff, the wings on this plane, which extend 103 feet from tip to tip, literally 
flap. To stabilize the wings on the runway, two pogo sticks on wheels prop up the ends of the wings. 
As the plane flies away, the pogo sticks drop off. The plane climbs at an amazing rate of nearly 
10,000 feet a minute. Within about four minutes, I was at 40,000 feet, higher than any commercial 
airplane. We kept going up to 13 miles above Earth's surface. You get an incredible sensation up 
there. As you look out the windows, it feels like you're floating, it feels like you're not moving, but 
you're actually going 500 mph.. The U-2 was built to go higher than any other aircraft. In fact today, 
more than 50 years since it went into production, the U-2 flies higher than any aircraft in the world 
with the exception of the space shuttle. It is flying more missions and longer missions than ever be-
fore nearly 70 missions a month over Iraq and Afghanistan , an operational tempo that is unequaled 
in history. The pilots fly for 11 hours at a time, sometimes more than 11 hours up there alone. By 
flying so high, the U-2 has the capability of doing reconnaissance over a country without actually vi-
olating its airspace. It can look off to the side, peering 300 miles or more inside a country without 
actually flying over it. It can "see" in the dark and through clouds. It can also "hear," intercepting 
conversations 14 miles below. The U-2, an incredible piece of history and also a current piece of high 
technology, is at the center of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
Click Here for a Ride In a U2 - Have Your Sound On  

http://www.wimp.com/breathtakingfootage/ 

Interesting web sits, videos, AMA programs etc…  

Another one that is not RC but is aviation is this video of a full size Cub landing on floats in a 
tight spot to say the least! 

http://www.aircraftowner.com/videos/view/piper-cub-tight-landing_1873.html  

http://www.ncrcs.com/documents/2011_NCRCS_Schedule.pdf  

This is the event schedule put together by Derek Koopowitz. It is 
an excellent source of club event information, check it out and 
print a copy to take with you on your travels. 

Don’t forget….AMA now has a free youth membership  

http://www.wimp.com/breathtakingfootage/
http://www.aircraftowner.com/videos/view/piper-cub-tight-landing_1873.html
http://www.ncrcs.com/documents/2011_NCRCS_Schedule.pdf


The Southern Utah Pylon Racing Association, (S.U.P.R.A.), held it's 2011 season 
opener on March 5, 2011. The event was held at the Remote Possibilities flying site in 
St. George, Utah and saw a good crowd with some very exciting action.  More infor-
mation about the racing on the following pages. Below is a link to a group of photos 

from the event.    
http://www.miners-peak.com/supra/images/seopen2011/2011_opener_FrameSet.htm 

 More information about our organization can be found here:  
http://www.miners-peak.com/supra    

All photos are courtesy of Larry Banner: 

Southern Utah Pylon Racing 

http://www.miners-peak.com/supra/images/seopen2011/2011_opener_FrameSet.htm
http://www.miners-peak.com/supra/
http://www.miners-peak.com/supra/


The Southern Utah Pylon Racing Association, (S.U.P.R.A), held its 2011 season opening race on 
March 5, 2011, marking the beginning of our 4th full year of racing.  The race was held at the 
Remote Possibilities R/C club flying site in St. George, Ut.  The racing was very fun and exciting 
and the day couldn’t have been much better with temperatures in the low 70’s and very little 
wind, a typical St. George Spring day.  There were a total of 20 entries across the 4 classes and 
we were able to complete 3 full rounds in each class.  The season is shaping up to be a great 
one with 4 more races scheduled throughout the year, 2 more in St. George and 2 in Cedar 
City, Ut. at the Three Peaks Modelport.  There is also the possibility of another race being held 
in the fall in Mesquite, Nv. 

 

In 2007, a group of flyers came up with the idea of starting a small, grass roots style of racing 
in the area stretching across Southern Utah, Southern Nevada and Northern Arizona.  The 
goal was to produce a format of racing that was inexpensive, appealed to a wide variety of fly-
ers of different skill levels and to make it a fun event that any and all feel like they could par-
ticipate.  Information was sent out to the clubs within close proximity which included the Re-
mote Possibilities R/C Club of St. George, Utah, the Cedar City Radio Control Club of Cedar 
City, Utah and the Desert Fox Fliers of Mesquite, Nevada.  Through several exchanges of infor-
mation and suggestions amongst the members of the various organizations it was determined 
to form a separate organization to handle this venture so S.U.P.R.A. was born and in August of 
2007, our first race was held.   

 

We began by holding “Just for Fun” events which required no entry fee and there was no clear 
cut winner, rather it gave those involved an opportunity to get a feel for what racing was all 
about and the organization was able to fine tune the rules, course layout and race manage-
ment with the help and input from those who participated.  This continued through March of 
2008 with 3 more “Fun” races being held and in April of 2008 our first official race was held.   

Once we got a feel for what direction we should go 
we put together 3 unique classes, 1 sport class and 2 
spec. classes.   

 





The Mission of S.U.P.R.A. is to promote and encourage participation in the 
sport of radio control pylon racing in Southern Utah and Southern Nevada.  
By establishing rules that provide a radio control activity which is safe, in-

expensive and insures a level playing field for all competitors. 
By acting as the controlling body for scheduled events. 



The Sport class was basically a fly what you brung class and 
was used as a way for those who wished to try racing the 
opportunity to do so without feeling like they had to acquire 
a new airframe and was touted as strictly a novice class.  
The Sundowner class uses the Hanger 9 .50 sized Sundown-
er sporting a Thunder Tiger Pro .46 engine and minimum 
weight requirements.  The Sport Quickie class was devel-
oped using the basic guidelines of the AMA 424 Sport Quick-
ie rules with a few exceptions. 



This continued through the end of 2009 but about that time the cost of the Sundowner went 
up drastically and some felt that if they were to lose their model the cost would be too much 
to try and replace it.  It was determined that we should look at changing things up a bit so at 
the beginning of the 2010 season the Sport class was re-vamped and the Super Sport class 
was developed to go along with the 2 spec classes.  These two sport classes are now run as a 
bracket class and use breakout times. It was around this same time some of our racers had 
began to get involved with the RCPro Warbird races that are held throughout Arizona and 
California.  We used the rules from the Bronze and Silver classes as a base for the Sport and 
Super Sport classes but the airframe requirements are such that just about any type or style 
of propeller driven aircraft can be used with very few restrictions.  So far this has worked out 
quite well and having the four individual classes has brought about a very diverse group of 
racers.   

The races are usually just 1 day events and we try to get in at least 3 complete rounds or 
more if possible. 

For more information, please see our website at www.miners-peak.com/supra or e-mail us 
at supra@miners-peak.com.  

http://www.miners-peak.com/supra
mailto:supra@miners-peak.com


Building for more pleasure 
This hobby is many things to me, flying, sharing knowledge, volunteering, education  and 
building. All give me more pleasure than just simply flying could.  

Right now I am building a 1/3 scale, Balsa USA, PUP.  I happened to be covering the huge 
wings the other day and thought I might take a few pictures and share how I cover. I am not a 
master builder by any stretch but I have built a lot of models and a few have turned out pretty 
decent. The material I am using (for the first time) is called Solartex and I liked it, not as well 
as the old Coverite, but it stretched well and has good adhesive. You can use it as colored or 
paint it as I am. It is sold by Sig MFG. The most important thing I can say about covering, is 
take your time sanding and prepping your plane, clean your wood completely dust free and 
stretch the covering as you put it on.   

Ribs are thin on any model, but in the case of the pup, they are under-cambered (bent in in-

stead of out) so I decided to glue cap strips onto the ribs to provide a larger surface for the ad-

hesive to stick too. Note the Exacto blade stuck in the cap strip). 



Left: make sure you have a way to not only 
wire your servos now but be able to change 
them if necessary.  

Bottom left: as you tack the covering in 
place stretch it tight. Use a crisscross pat-
tern as shown, 1, 2, 3, 4...but stretch it tight 
as you go!!! This way it wont sag in hot 
sun. 

Bottom right: This material is stretched 
over 1/2 way around the edge. I wanted it 
wrapped all the way around, that’s why I 

made the slices, to go the rest 
of the way. You can only do 
this on the bottom. 

Right: The covering is 

tacked every couple of inch-

es, and tight all the way 

around the bottom of wing. 

Now stretch the covering 

around the sides. After this 

shrink the covering in be-

tween and on the ribs, at ser-

vo rails, etc...  

 Flip it over and do the top 

of the wing to finish 



 Left: Wing is covered. Remember to read 
your covering directions. It will tell you 
the temperature you need to set your iron 
to. Now onto the fuse!  

Paint will be Nelsen Hobby Specialties. I 
will post a picture when the plane is done. 



Here are some shots of the  

Merced County Radio Control clubs     "Day at Castle" 

 
We have several members who flew these aircraft and hearing there stories was great 
fun. Good friends, good food and airplanes, what could be better. 

 

Castle Air Force Base @ Atwater, California where the IMAA West Coast Festival is 
held at. 

Thanks to Castle air museum for the guided tour and member Terry Hays for providing 

the BBQ. 



Education  

What can you do to help our hobbies future? 

When it comes to helping promote the future of our hobby we all have something to give. 
Weather it be helping kids and adults get their first flight on a buddy box plane, or helping 
with a good education program at a local school. Its all worthwhile and can plant the seed 
that could change their lives. More than ever aviation can grow into a career with the use of 
more and more UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles). It can also keep a few more kids off the 
streets or get them outside instead of inside their bedroom playing video games.    So what 
are the ways you can help? Here are a few. 

Lets start simple. How about just talking to spectators when they come out to the flying 
field to watch what is going on. Spend some time answering their questions. Tell them 
about flying events coming up. If the club has a training day as some are called tell them 
they can get a free flight. That friendly contact just might get your club...and the hobby, a 
new member. 

How about during events. When you hold an event at your club, invite the public out for a 
free flight. You can run as few as 1 buddy box plane and not hurt the sport flying for the rest 
of your pilots or you can make it a regular “Public free day” and have several. TV and radio 
stations along with newspapers like to report on these type of events and you should have 
no problem getting a house full of eager first timers. If you really want to promote the hob-
by have 3-4 planes and qualified instructors ready and away you go.  

What about those who can give more, or want to be part of a more involved program. Why 
not start an education program at your local school. You can start with the AMA’s aero lab 
program. It’s a great program where you can build rubber powered planes, FPG-9’s and even 
kites with a class or group of kids. For a more intense program move onto AMA’s new char-
tered school club program. This program lets the kids become the officers of a true char-
tered club. The kids become the President, Vice President, Safety Officer etc… They get free 
insurance and for only $60 they can have insurance for the school the same as all chartered 
clubs can for their land. 
 

Bring the idea up at the next club meeting and see what interest your members have. It 
doesn’t take a lot of volunteers, 3-4 people can educate a lot of kids. 
 

Don’t forget another benefit. Positive community programs, like the ones talked about here, 
can make the difference in your club keeping its property or losing it. As I have written be-
fore. Take one club that is very involved in it’s community. The city officials, fire fighters and 
police know all about the clubs, kind, generous work. Then take a club that does nothing. If 
some form of trouble arises, which one are they likely to help? There also may be no way to 
stop the loss of a clubs field, but the folks that can are going to be far more likely to help an 
active community minded club than one that isn’t.  Besides all the possible benefits for the 
club it’s a pleasure to help eager minded kids learn a good clean hobby.    Mike 



I was reading a clubs newsletter and it said they were going to have a mall show. At this mall 

show they were going to have kids build AMA Delta Darts. Now I like that little rubber pow-

ered plane. When balanced it flies great, add polyhedral to the wing and it will fly even bet-

ter….as will just about all simple flat wing rubber balsa airplanes. Anyway I thought about my 

local mall and the kids walking around with their parents, and not many of those kids, that 

would be interested in building a plane anyway, would likely have the 1 hour it requires to 

build and balance a Delta Dart properly. So I suggested they build the FPG-9’s designed by 

AMA member Jack Reynolds. That way every kid could have one. Another reason is price. If 

the AMA web site is correct you can no longer buy individual Delta Darts but you can still buy 

them in a pack of 35 for $41.99. You can build almost 900 FPG-9’s for $41 dollars, yes I said 

nine hundred. At my local dollar store I can buy 30-9”foam plates for $1, so that is 41x30”= 

1230 actually, not counting tax. 

Anyway the template on a following page is for the FPG-9. It takes about 3 minutes to trace the 

outline onto a plate, cut it out with scissors and tape it together, including the penny for balance 

(you could use a washer or anything the same weight buy a penny is perfect and likely, cheap-

er!). 

Because I have had so many good experiences with this little glider I wanted to again share it 

with all of you. I also wanted to give you all a template so you can use it for mall shows, club 

events, at your local schools. Wherever kids are, is a good place for this fun little plane. You 

can also get the template from AMA’s web site. Just type FPG9 in the Google search.   

I do not have any idea how big or small the template will be by the time it is put in this pub-

lisher document, then converted into a PDF document, then you open it on your computer….so 

it might not be the right size to just download, print and use on a foam plate, but the width of 

the gliders wing should be 9” so shrink or grow it to fit your plate… 

In following pages, you will find where myself and a few other volunteers did a 1 day educa-

tion program with some Cub Scouts. This is just one way to take advantage of this simple,  

 

If you are doing something like a mall show or especially an outside community event, where 

you might give away 300-400 you can pre cut 15-20 at a time on a scroll saw or similar type 

saw. 

The main thing is to have fun, no matter what you do!  



“This is the best day ever!” hollered one of the 

Pack 44 Den #9 cub scouts as the group walked toward the school gym.  I looked down into 
his face with that huge grin and smiled back, sure is isn’t it. We were a group of 28 or so, 10 
Cub Scouts, there den mother, a school teacher, several parents and 5 volunteers from the 
RAMAC club and myself. 

Let me take you back to the start of this “best day ever”. Myself and 5 other volunteers were 

at Grant school in Redding, CA for an education program, to make foam plate gliders, 

more commonly called FPG-9’s with a group of cub scouts. School was just out, and the scouts 

were gathered in Mrs. Howell’s classroom. The other RAMAC volunteers and I came into 

the classroom just as the kids were doing the pledge of allegiance and the scouting pledge. 

We joined in the saying of the pledge of allegiance, then the teacher introduced me.  



As I explained what we were going to do, other volunteers passed out foam plates 

with pre traced glider patterns. As the conversation continued, the kids colored 

them with felt pens, you know, to make them their own. One of the volunteers 

Carol Bershers had also brought a bunch of small stickers, so she went around let-

ting the kids pick their favorite and they 

too were added to the coloring of the little 

plates, that were soon to be gliders. After 

they were colored every kid was paired to 

an adult helper and together they cut the 

gliders out of the foam plates. As the verti-

cal stabs with their rudders were being 

taped onto the body, the reason to bal-

ance all airplanes was explained. I flew a 

glider before and after it was balanced to 

show the difference. Each was then given 

a penny to balance their own glider and as 

they put them on I showed them how 

they would use the elevons and rudder to 

make their creations fly the way they 

wanted, right, left and 

loops.  

Last but not least all were 

gathered for a picture. 

Then we headed to the 

gym to fly, and that is 

when the young boy ex-

claimed “This is the best 

day ever!”. 



As we entered the gym gliders were immedi-

ately flying everywhere. We let the kids go wild 

for a time then we got them together to show 

them how to fly right and left and make them 

do loops. Again they were let loose like a pack 

of wild animals and they proceeded to have a 

blast as did all the adults who were participat-

ing and watching. To top it all off two club 

members, Dan Redfern and Charlie Hoisington 

flew for the kids with a small helicopter and 2 

foamies. 



Before the kids headed for home they all received a template to make more glid-

ers with family members, a nice big AMA sticker, an AMA pamphlet and an old 

Model Aviation magazine. It truly was a great day. 
 

If you would like to know more about the FPG-9 or more about educating the 

youth in your area please feel free to contact me any time. The template for the 

FPG-9 can be found on the AMA’s new web site. Another way to get the template 

and learn how to teach with them, rubber powered planes and how to make a kite 

from a paper sack contact headquarters for a set of CD’s called Aero Lab. I know 

they were $19.95 but I don’t know for sure now.  I hope these education articles, 

the template and instructions for 

the FPG-9 get used by many of 

you in education programs of 

your own. Please send us all a 

few pictures and a write-up of 

your 

 “Best Day Ever”! 



See next 

page for  

story 

About FPG-9 



 

 

FPG-9 
Styrofoam® Plate Glider 

 
By Jack Reynolds, Volunteer, National Model Aviation Museum 

 
Objective: This simple design requires only a foam plate, a little ambition, and even less 

time. The FPG-9 plane is a basic illustration of how flight works. 
 
Description: The FPG-9 is constructed from a 9” foam plate. Just two pieces are traced from a 

pattern, cut out and assembled. 
 
Materials: The materials and tools necessary are: 
 

FPG-9 pattern, 9” foam plate, Scissors’ Clear tape, Ink pen and Penny 
 
How to build the FPG-9: 
 
Note – Since a paper pattern is hard for students to trace around, the instructor may want to 
cut out a foam plate master template for the students to use to trace around. 
 
1. Cut out the paper FPG-9 pattern. Do not cut along the dotted line on the paper pattern. 

Only cut along the bolded lines.  
 
2. Place the paper pattern in the center of the foam plate ensuring that the tail of the pat-

tern stays inside of the curved portion of the plate bottom. (The tail must remain on 
the plate’s flat bottom.) It’s fine if the tab on the front of the pattern is on the curved 
portion. The ends of the wings should spill over the curved edge of the plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Trace around the pattern with an ink pen. Don’t forget to mark the scissor slits A and B. 
 
4. Cut the foam template out by following the pen lines you just drew.  
 

 

 
 

5. Once the instructor has completed the master foam template, the students may use 
the template to create their FPG-9 planes. 

 
6. Have the students place the foam template in the center of the plate and trace around 

the template making sure to mark all of the lines. 
 
7. When tracing slits A and B the students only need to make one line. These lines will 

create the elevons and rudder. 
 
8. Have the students cut out the FPG-9 they just traced by following the pen lines.  
 

Important Note – At this time cut along the dotted line to separate the tail from the 
wing of the FPG-9. It works better if you make all of your cuts from the outside of the 
plate towards the center of the plate. Do not try to turn your scissors to cut sharp cor-
ners. When cutting out the slots, make them only as wide as the thickness of the foam 
plate. If the slots are cut too wide the pieces of the plane will not fit together snuggly. 

 
9. The wing and the tail each have slits drawn on them. Have the students make a cut 

along each of these lines as drawn.  
 
10. To attach the tail to the wing, slide Slot 1 into Slot 2. Use two small (2”) pieces of tape 

to secure the bottom of the tail to the bottom of the wing. Ensure the tail is perpendic-
ular to the wing before adding the tape. 

 
11. In order to make the plane fly successfully, the students must attach a penny on top of 

the wing right behind the square tab. Fold the tab back over the penny and tape it 
down to secure the coin. 

 
12. Bend the elevons on the wing upward. This will provide for a flatter glide. If the stu-

dents want the plane to turn they can adjust the rudder on the vertical fin. 
 
13. Your FPG-9 is complete and ready to fly. Gently toss the plane directly in front of you. 

Once it flies reasonably straight ahead and glides well, try throwing it hard with the 
nose of the glider pointed 30° above the horizon. The FPG-9 should perform a big loop 
and have enough speed for a glide of 20 – 25 feet after the loop. 



More on volunteering and helping educate our youth. This article is written by, 

Dennis Lowry of the Peninsula Channel Commanders for their club newsletter. I 

know it was written for his club but it has good reasoning for all clubs to help 

educate our youth. Dennis has said he will write about the programs success, 

and send some pictures, and personally I can’t wait! 

At the end of March, March 28 through April 1, we get to do one of my favorite things. 
We will teach the Interim Session of 2011 at Oceana High School. If you are qualified, I 
challenge you to help teach these young folks about the gift you’ve found in the hobby, 
the sport, or in the profession of remotely controlled aircraft. There will be professionals 
represented to show that, yes, there are jobs to be had by pursuing the dream of piling a 
bunch of sticks together into a shape and hurling it airward. There will be the Professor 
represented to present the argument that pressure at an elevated space is less than at a 
base level, and that by blowing swiftly over a tube of Bernoulli you will raise the fluid 
within and lift the craft and thereby through the means of making some equations greater 
than some other equations derive the proof that: voila! It flies. 
There will be gluing.    There will be doping.   There will be the “Out on the Hill Gang.” 

It’s High School! 
These guys we teach need your help. I don’t mean that they are needy. I mean they are 
ready to break out and make their lives meaningful. They are ready to pay attention to 
anybody who can show them something really important and out of the ordinary. What 
you do with RC is out of the ordinary, but highly important. UAV technology is the wave 
of the future. We are a club, but you guys can help these young people target careers 
that will change the world. One of our students could, in reality someday soon, fly the 
channel 7 (or 2, or 4) news helicopter – from a cubicle. He could, without doubt, be re-
motely checking the power grid, or pipelines in the inhospitable regions of the earth from 
the cockpit - in the 
back of a van. Believe me, the industry is growing. But first things first: They need to get 
the bug. YOU know what they need. Their dads don’t mow the lawn, so they don’t know 
how to run an engine. You electric guys excuse me. - Their dads never repaired a hair 
dryer, or fixed a hard drive, so they don’t appreciate the engineering behind getting a 
small fast power plant running. That’s the kind of thing I admire about all you members 
of PCC. That’s the bug. That’s the virus. You have it, and I want to spread it: A curiosity; 
a quirk for doing something; a personal spark to be proud of. 
OK, in conclusion, let me tell you why this is so important. If you missed the point that 
the students ARE our future, and that you ARE the best of the best, consider this: We 
got our new field improvements partially paid for through a grant where your best face 
was put forward: You are all good citizens doing social kindnesses most of your sunny 
days on earth. And that is true. But – when we need our next new field, it would be nice 
if it were even TRUE – ER. 
My last word: Share your knowledge, your experience, your genius for the good of the 
world, the club, and the student: The student not the least. 
 
Thanks, Dennis 

 



I have been asked, many times how do I do this or that. That is why I wrote the article on put-

ting on events. The response from that article was overwhelming. Anyway recently its another 

subject I am asked about and that is….. 

 “is there anything I can get to help me learn how to put on a education 

event  for kids” 

I am talking about a go into the school type program, or working with Cub Scouts or Boy 

Scouts, not during events at the field. There is a great need to do that as well but this writeing 

is for an other kind of program, a school type program. 

As far as the question, the answer honestly, is really...no... or not much. There are the Aero 

Lab CD’s available through headquarters (Muncie) @ $19.95a set, and they are great….. They 

were made to teach teachers how to have some simple fun, with simple things for their stu-

dents. Now I use parts of that program a lot and I recommend it, but I thought maybe I could 

write a “How to help our youth” article for those who have asked or want to do so and are not 

sure how to go about it.  So I am going to start exactly as I have started this current education 

program where I live and go from there.  I will add some things in case you want to do a differ-

ent type of program. I don’t think a 1, 2, 3 approach is necessary, just an outline of how I did 

what I did so far.  

OK. Preparation makes anything easier. Its how I have always done... well...most every-

thing...and I think it helps tremendously. I had an original idea and along with that something I 

voted on as District Vice President came true, FREE membership for kids, along with Char-

tered School Clubs. This made me take my first idea for a program even farther. It can do the 

same for you and every other AMA member. 

 I want to start small but end up with the first Chartered School Club for the area! 
 

The first thing you need to do is ask your local club members if they would like to do a pro-

gram like this. Remember this does NOT have to be a club thing. You can do a small program 

on your own but honestly you should have some help with added volunteers. It also opens up 

a lot more you can do for the kids...and that’s what its all about right, so get more people. 

How do I do that? 



Now that we have some added volunteers lets think, what do you want to do? 

 I want to do it all or at least offer it all depending on what the School Principal, teacher, Den 

Mother or Scout Master wants.  

I can offer making FPG-9’s, pre-made balsa gliders, making balsa gliders, pre-made balsa rub-

ber power planes, Delta darts or AMA Racers, all free flight…. Even making kites from paper 

bags...  Then there is RC kit making and among other things buddy box flying, which can lead 

to the AMA Chartered School Club. 
 

Now I had people, a club behind me and stuff to entertain the kids. Next I needed to get kids .  
 

I decided to write a letter. I wanted to talk to the teachers or who ever inperson, but it would 

be a start to leave a letter explaining the basics, the idea of what the group could offer the 

kids, the fact we had AMA insurance and programs to work with, and in the case of the school 

club FREE AMA membership for the kids and insurance for the school for $60, all this along 

with my contact information so we could sit down and talk later. 

I took the letter to four schools. This is important DON’T take it to 10 schools….you just might 

get 10 yesses! Take your time developing this. It took about 2 weeks and 3 of the 4 schools 

replied, they wanted programs. I also got the call for the group of scouts reported on, in this 

newsletter elsewhere during this 2 week period. The new scout program came by word of 

mouth so be ready for the unexpected. There is a time when you will have to say no, but say 

yes as much as you can. If one thing is all you want to do that’s fine, just do it as best as you 

can, for the right reasons and you will help the kids. 

 



 This beautiful Corsair comes to us from Rick Cooper.  
Rick flies with the Fogbusters of Fort Bragg,Ca. 

 
    This is my first build after an interlude of several years. It is a kit build from Great Planes, 
which turned out to be 40% laser cut and 60% build over the plans, the gull wing was a chal-
lenge. Spent a year working on it, and the maiden flight was in June 2010. 
"Pappy" would be proud, a very nice flyer. Powered by a O.S. 46 AX, Hi tech servos . Radio 
and receiver are Futaba.  56 inch wing. Graphics are by Callie Graphics (www.callie-
graphics.com). 
This F4U is as close as I could get to Greg "pappy" Boyington's plane.  
VMF 214  the "Black Sheep Squadron". 

http://www.callie-graphics.com
http://www.callie-graphics.com


GILMAN SPRINGS RC FLYERS 
 CLUB 40 PYLON RACE REPORT 

  (by Bob Estrella, Gilman Springs RC Flyers Pylon Race Organizer) 

 

The Gilman Springs RC Flyers Club, located in Moreno Valley,California, held its first 
Club 40 Pylon Race on March 5, 2011. The weather was perfect, fifteen race pilots 
participated, and many spectators were present. Clubs represented by race pilots 
were Gilman Springs RC Flyers (2 pilots), Victor Valley RC Flyers (3 pilots), Hemet 
Model Masters (7pilots), Corona RC Club (2 pilots), and Pomona Valley Model Air-
plane Club (1 pilot). 

 

We ran 3 Rounds of four Heats each. After the 3 Rounds were completed, the four 
pilots with the highest number of points faced off in a Trophy Race. The Trophy Race 
participants were Barry Young (Victor Valley RC Flyers), Glen Wolsky (Hemet Model 
Masters), Terry Yates (Victor Valley RC Flyers), and Doug Medore (Hemet Model 
Masters). 

The Trophy Race Winners were: 

Barry Young ………..1st Place 

Glen Wolsky ………..2nd Place 

Terry Yates ………...3rd Place 

Doug Medore ………4
th
 Place 

 

We thank the Race Pilots who participated and helped make this a very successful & 
enjoyable event. 

A special thanks goes out to Terry Yates, without whose counsel over the past sever-
al months, this successful event would not have come about. Terry also brought his 
Laptop Computer & Software for Race Management, Wing Flags for Airplane Identifi-
cation, and Lap Counter Cards for use at this event.  

  

We also thank the following people who officiated at the event: Terry Yates 
(Computerized Race Management), Glen Arthur (Race Starter/Flag Man), Duane 
Neese (Assistant Race Starter), Steve Glen, Mel Santmyers, & Bill Rothenbuhler 
(Pylon Judges), Roy Truitt, Mike Wheel, Erik Whiteaker, & Darrell Whiteaker (Lap 
Counters), Darrell Ivie (Safety Inspector), and Bob Estrella (Registration). 

A very special thanks goes out to our Field Director, Mike Wheel, who constructed 
the Portable Pylons documented on the RCPRO Website. 



THE FIFTEEN CLUB 40 PYLON RACE PILOTS, RARING TO GO!  

Terry Yates at his  

Laptop setting up the Heats 
The Race Officials  



One of our Pylons – THANK YOU, 

Mike Wheel!  

The Winners (l-r)  

 

Barry Young – 1
st

 Place. 

Glen Wolsky – 2
nd

 Place.  

Terry Yates – 3
rd

    Place 

Doug Medore – 4
th

 Place. 

Engine Start-up Area  



While helping a fellow club member do some work recently in his attic I found this Cermark 

F20 Tigershark. It had been there for the last 10 years or so and needless to say the covering 

resembled a alligator more than a sleek fast jet. I took it home and attempted my first recover 

job. I think it came out great. So well the original owner tried to invoke the right of reposses-

sion, to which I replied " No problem, let me rip off the covering and you can take it with 

you". 

 

Mike Daniels 

President: Merced County Radio Control Club 

Nice work Mike 

 

If you have a new pro-
ject, show it here in 
“The Newsletter” 



This map shows the area for each AMA District. I know it was in-

teresting to me when I first saw it so I thought you might be inter-

ested as well.  

Ben Flesher, who works for the academy made it, thanks for shar-

ing Ben. 

If you would like a full page size version please just email and ask 

and I will send it to you. It will fit the opposite way on the page 

and be even larger if you want to print it 11x14 or? 

Mike 



This was sent to us from VVRC Club President, Monty Welch  

In his words he wrote: Guys... here are pics of our 1st T-34 race held at VVRC, 
Vacaville on Feb 27, 2011 



Here we have Keith Kindrick, the guy who regularly beat us all in competition, showing off his 
ATOMIC, a beautiful RES of his own design and construction. On these days of most of us being 
forced to purchase the wonderful European craftsmanship to keep up with the friendly enemies is 
very refreshing and uplifting to see a model so well put together. Lets Keith tell us about it: 

    The 2011 Atomic was created as a result of the lack of good Balsa RES models (Bubble Dancers 
are just too fragile and tedious to build). My goal was to design a new wing that was a direct retrofit 
for the available Ava, JWS, and Supra fuselages. All of the construction in the wing uses standard 
balsa wood and carbon materials available from a variety of sources. Internally these materials are 
assembled to meet the intent of the new composite super ships. Using the conventional assembly 
process to build my first wing last year was a very time consuming nightmare. That 52” main center 
panel spar was built outside the wing with Vee dihedral. This just added to the frustration of using 
balsa ribs bonded to the spar without jibs or fixtures.  

    My new 2011 wing uses completely new techniques to allow the main spar to be assembled out-
side the wing cutting the total assembly time down to 55 hours ready to fly for a first wing build. La-
ser cut parts are the only way this can happen. Building tabs assure the wing is straight and true. All 
dihedral angels are burned into the tip ribs to assure perfect alignment. Leading edge material has 
been eliminated using a 1/16” carbon rod inside the sheeting. Wing joiners use a square Aluminum 
joiner for added strength and proper alignment Spoiler blades are driven directly by an Airtronics 
809 servo on each spoiler in a frame using a torque rod as its return mechanism.  

    Overall it’s been a lot of fun creating a new balsa super ship. It went from plans to fully cut ribs in 
6 weeks. It would have taken me 8 weeks just to cut all the AG 24 ribs needed for the 3.5 meter 
wing! Wing Area is approximately 1,100 sq/inches, Weight is 45 ounces. 

     Keith Kindrick 



Resurrecting an old friend- 

The Byron’s Original Ryan STA 

This plane was built some 20+ years ago. 

It flew with a Super Tiger 3000 with a 

custom muffler (to not cut the cowl all 

up with the large stock muffler). 

I originally wanted to put a gas engine in 

it this time but the muffler was again an 

issue. Sure I could have bought one that 

would work but I was being stubborn I 

guess because I didn’t want to ….or did I 

really want to make it an electric conversion all along? 

The first order of business was to remove everything that wasn’t necessary to become an 
electric airplane. 

It was a simple task but I took my time. I also polished the plane now as it was lighter. I used 
a product I use on my 2010 Camaro called Wet Paint, it worked great. 



As you can see I used 

the cheap China stuff 

but if I didn’t it would 

be $700-$800 for this 

size gear and at the 

time, I just couldn’t 

afford it. The motor is 

a 50-75cc gas equiva-

lent and the speed 

controller is capable of 

handling 100AMP’s. As 

of this writing it only 

has 1 flight on 10cells, 

on 12 it will really per-

form.  

The Ryan cleaned up nicely don’t you think?  Its nice to have it available again. 

To check out Wet paint, try wetpaintglaze.com 

The next time you are resurrecting an old plane consider electric.  





Below is a recent schedule for the Fresno club. I have always know this to 
be a generous club that looks out for the hobby as well as its own inter-
ests. A commendable thing to do that most will not follow. The club has 
been kind enough to either remove an or change the date of several of 
there events to accommodate other clubs. My hats off to you Fresno. 

Fresno Radio Modelers 2011 Event Schedule 
 

FRM Club Race # 1, Sat., Jan. 15th    
FRM Club Race # 2, Sun., March 20th  
FRM Open Racing Day, Sat., April 2nd  
Calif. Sport War-bird Race, Sat., April 9th     
FRM Scale High-wing Tail-dragger Fly-In, Sat., April 16th  
FRM Spring Swap Meet and Picnic, Sun., April 17th  
FRM Water Fly-In, Millerton Lake SRA, Sat.-Sun., April 30th -May 1st  
FRM Electric Fly-In, Sat., May 7th  
FRM Helicopter Fly-In, Fri.-Sun., May 13th-15th     
Pattern: May 21st-22nd  
FRM Club Race # 3, Sat., June 4th   
U.S. Scale Masters Qualifier, Fri.-Sun., June 17th-19th     
FRM Club Race #4, Sun., July 17th  
FRM Club Race # 5, Sat., Sept. 10th  
IMAC : Sept. 16th-18th  
FRM Jet Rally, Thu.-Sat., Sept. 22nd-24th   
FRM War-bird Fly-In, Fri.-Sun., Sept. 30th-Oct. 2nd  
U.S. Scale Masters Championships, Thu.-Sun., Oct. 6th-9th   
FRM Fall Swap Meet and Picnic, Sun., Oct. 16th   
FRM Club Race # 6 and Weenie Roast, Sun., Oct. 23rd  
Pattern Championships: Oct. 29th-30th   
FRM New Years Party and Night Fly, Dec. 31st 

       

Fresno Radio Modelers cordially invites you to come out to our flying site 
on Ave.12 just east of the Madera Ranchos and enjoy the great sport of 
Radio Control Model flying. Spectators are always welcome. Frcm.org 





3 events coming your way  

@ The Kingdon Airport Lodi, CA. 

Contact information for all events is 

Ray Din @ 209-481-4261 cell 

Or 209-956-0771 home. 1st up is a... 

War Bird Event 
April 30 2011  

Next: 



Celebrating AMA’s 

75th anniversary 

IMAA West Coast Mini Fest! 

September 1, 2, 3, 4 2011 
Besides all the flying and fun during the day there will be a dinner and entertain-

ment. Also raffle for a RTF P-51 Mustang. 

All events to be held at the Kingdon airport in Lodi CA 

Last but not least: 

October 28, 29, 30 2011 Jet meet. 

All Turbine and electric jets welcome. 

Dinner and Entertainment 

Jet raffle prize 






